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ABSTRACT

This present thematic paper has two main objectives:- 1) to study the
concept of 108 Mangalas in Buddhist Scriptures, 2) to study the concept of 108
Mangalas in the Samantabhaddika Scriptures.

From the research, it is found that the Commentary of MahapadanaSutta
depicted 5 mangalas, namely; a flag (dhaja), a cloth flag (pataka), diamond
(vajira), a man carries another man on his sholder (vaddhamana), and a pole
with a hook (ankusa), while the Commentary of BrahmayuSutta depicted 39
mangalas, for example, a spear (satti), a splendour home (sirivaccha). It is also
found that the Jataka Commentary of the Narasthagatha in the Saratthadipani
mentioned 2 mangalas, namely; a whisk made of the tail of the yak (camara)
and the royal canopy (chatta).

The concept of 108 Mangalas first appeared in the Samantabhaddika
which was composed around the end of the tenth century B.E. This concept
inspired the making of the Buddha Footprints depicting the 108 mangala in
many Theravada Buddhist countries. Later, the Jinalankaratika, composed in
the 16th century B.E., also mentioned the 108 Mangalas. Despite the
differences in sequence orders and contents, the latter scripture should have
been influenced by the former one.

The researcher found that the 108 Mangalas in both
PaliSamantabhaddika and Jinalankaratika which were printed in Myanmar
characters and those inscribed on Palm leaves found in Myanmar and Thailand
are slightly different in their series and contents. Moreover, Buddhist scholars
in Myanmar, from Ava period up to the present, hold 6 different views
regarding the 108 mangalas. Because the contents in ancient palm leaves
scriptures are not in accord andfinal resolution has notyet been made, thus, the
emblem of 108 mangalas engraved in the Buddha Footprints in Myanmar
varies.



In this thematic paper, the researcher presents 108 Mangalas that deem
mostly accurate by scrutinizing and comparing the Samantabhaddika with the
Jinalankaratika including the Buddhapadavandana from both Thai and
Myanmar printed texts and the palm leaves scriptures. It is concluded that
contents made in the Buddhapadavandana are near to the most accurate.
Moreover, the researcher presents the translation of some difficult words in the
Mangaladipani namely, vaddhamana, nandiyavatta sovatthika and sirivaccha.
In order to make grammatically corrected translation, the researcher finds
evidences from the Commentary, Sub-commentary, Sanskrit Dictionary,
Addhamagadhi Dictionary and Pali-Myanmar Tipitaka Dictionary.
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. An earthen vessel; an insignia of stanit Kumara god; a sign like an
earthen cap in their crowns

». A man who carries a man on his shoulders before a procession
<. A kind of limited knowledge

&. A house built on the principle of architecture™
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